
Emergence of the Province of Bihar and Orissa, 1912 

 

The emergence of Bihar and Orissa as a separate province in April 1912 was the result of a 

sustained movement led by the educated middle class of Bihar which was also supported by the traditional 

elites of the region. It was one of the earliest and pioneering regional movements based on cultural and 

linguistic identity in the history of Modern India and was soon followed by movements for the creation of 

a separate province by the people of Orissa, Andhra Pradesh etc. Again these later movements derived 

their legitimacy for a separate province-hood on account of their own unique cultural and linguistic 

identity.  

Historically, the treaty of Allahabd in 1765 granted the Diwani rights of Bihar, Bengal and Orissa 

to the British India Company which paved the way for amalgamating of these three regions under one 

administrative unit with Bengal as the center of this administrative unit and was also named Bengal 

Presidency. However, despite being amalgamated, Bihar continued to exist as a separate linguistic and 

cultural region within Bengal. With the growth of modern education and political consciousness in the 

second half of nineteenth century, especially since 1870s, there was a growing sense of relative 

deprivation as well as a consciousness of having common interests and a common identity centered 

around  Bihar’s territorial and cultural identity among the newly emerged English educated middle class 

of Bihar on account of lack of employment opportunities for Biharis, even in Bihar, and suppression of 

their linguistic and cultural identity in Bengal. Press and social-cultural associations became the main 

agencies of articulating their demands and grievances in the public sphere. Urdu newspapers such as 

Murgh-i-Sulaiman, Qasid and Nadir-ul-Akhbar and the Bihar Bandhu, the Hindi newspaper, were the 

earliest newspapers which articulated the cause of Bihar. These newspapers articulated the demand 

“Bihar for Biharis” which soon became a rallying point of this movement. In 1894, through The Behar 

Times, Sachchidanand Sinha and Mahesh Narain provided a blue-print for the creation of a separate 

province of Bihar. In the same year, a memorandum was presented to Charles Elliot, Lt. Governor of 

Bengal, at Gaya for the same. The Partition of Bengal in 1905 and subsequent movement for its annulment 

provided the public men of Bihar an opportunity to come up with an alternative proposal for 

administrative rearrangement of Bengal with the motive of separate province-hood for Bihar. Again, 

Sachchidanand Sinha and Mahesh Narain came up with the Twin Pamphlets which laid down the principals 

of separation of Bihar on a much more realistic terms. In 1908, at Patna, an “Address of the People of 

Bihar” was presented to A.L. Frazer, the Lt. Governor of Bengal. This is called the Magna Carta of the 

movement for separation of Bihar movement.  

In the meantime, many public associations, such as the Behar Students Association, the Bihar 

Provincial Conference, Beharee Sporting Club etc. continued their work in the direction of identity 

construction and articulating the demand for separate province-hood for Bihar. These associations were 

led by eminent Bihari leaders of the time. Mentioned may be made of the names of Syed Hasan Imam, Ali 

Imam, Deep Narayan Singh, Mazaharul Haque, Rajendra Prasad etc. These leaders ventilated their 

grievances against the miserable plight of the Biharis in the Bengal presidency and put forward their 

‘legitimate demand for a separate province-hood’ for Bihar.  

The appointment of Ali Imam as the Law Member in the Governor General-in-Council can be 

considered as a turning point in the movement. Though initially hesitant, Ali Imam accepted this 



opportunity at the persuasion of Sachchdinand Sinha and saw in it a prospect for making his dream of a 

separate province of Bihar a reality. The official documents related with the Delhi Durbar announcements, 

which announced the annulment of Partition of Bengal and formation of a separate province of Bihar and 

Orissa on 12 December 1911, clearly demonstrate the role of Ali Imam in it. This is further substantiated 

by the fact that Bengali newspapers attacked Ali Imam for being partisan to the cause of separation of 

Bihar from Bengal. The notification for the creation of a separate province of Bihar and Orissa was issued 

on 22 March 1912 and consequently it was effected on 1 April 1912. 

To sum up, the movement for the separation of Bihar from Bengal was also a process of the 

emergence of Modern Bihar and also the construction of Bihari Identity. However, it is the irony of history 

that the same question of identity led to further divisions of the new province created in 1912, first in 

1936 when Orissa was separated and second when Jharkand was created out of it in the year 2000.    

 

 

 

  


