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Introduction: 

 
UNESCO, acronym for United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization was established on 

November 4th, 1946 as a specialized agency of the 

United Nations (UN). 

 

Its 1st General Conference was held on 

November 19th, 1946 in Paris. 

 

The forerunner of UNESCO is said to be 

International Committee on Intellectual 

Cooperation （ICIC） established in Geneva 

under the League of Nations in 1922 

 

 



ICIC was compromised of celebrated scholars, such 

as Albert Einstein （German-born theoretical 

physicist）, Marie Curie （Polish-French physicist 

and chemist） and so on.  

 

Inazo Nitobe, Japanese scholar and one of the 

Under-Secretaries General of the League at that time, 

became a founding director of ICIC. 

 

In 1926, the International Institute of Intellectual 

Cooperation （IIIC） was established in Paris with 

financial aid from the French government to 

implement plans and policies made by ICIC. 



IIIC was an active institution with activities in 

variety of fields such as universities, libraries, 

intellectual property, arts, information and media. 

 

However, these activities were suspended due to the 

outbreak of World War-II. 

 

Soon after World War-II, in November 1945, a 

United Nations Conference for the establishment of an 

educational and cultural organization was convened in 

London with representatives from 44 countries.  



Initiated by France and the United Kingdom, the 

delegates decided to create an organization that would 

embody a genuine culture of peace.  

 

At the end of the conference, the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization was 

founded and the Constitution of UNESCO, signed on 

16 November 1945, came into force on 4 November 

1946. 



Members and Associate Members: 
UNESCO has 193 Members, 11 Associate Members. 

 

Headquarters: 
Paris, France 

 

Official languages: 
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish 

 

Director-General 
Audrey Azoulay of  France, since 10 November 2017 



Governance: 
 

General Conference: 

 
The General Conference consists of the 

representatives of UNESCO's Member States. 
 

It meets every two years, and is attended by Member 

States and Associate Members, together with observers 

for non-Member States, intergovernmental 

organizations and non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs). 



Each country has one vote, irrespective of its size or 

the extent of its contribution to the budget. 

 

The General Conference determines the policies and 

the main lines of work of the Organization. Its duty is 

to set the programmes and the budget of UNESCO. 

 

It also elects the Members of the Executive Board 

and appoints, every four years, the Director-General.  



Executive Board: 

 
The Executive Board ensures the overall management 

of UNESCO. It prepares the work of the General 

Conference and sees that its decisions are properly 

carried out.  

 

The functions and responsibilities of the Executive 

Board are derived primarily from the Constitution and 

from rules or directives laid down by the General 

Conference. 

 



Every two years the General Conference assigns 

specific tasks to the Board. 

 

 Other functions stem from agreements concluded 

between UNESCO and the United Nations, the 

specialized UN agencies and other intergovernmental 

organizations.  Other functions stem from agreements 

concluded between UNESCO and the United Nations, 

the specialized UN agencies and other 

intergovernmental organizations. 

 



The Executive Board’s fifty-eight members are 

elected by the General Conference. 

 

The choice of these representatives is largely a matter 

of the diversity of the cultures they represent, as well as 

their geographic origin. 

 

The Executive Board meets twice a year. 

 

 



The Secretariat: 

 
The Secretariat is the Executive Branch of the  

    organization.  

 

It consists of the Director-General and the Staff  

   appointed by him or her.  

 

The staff is divided into Professional and General  

    Service categories.  

 

About 700 staff members work in UNESCO's  

    53 field offices around the world. 




