
             INFRASTRUCUTURE FACILITIES IN BIHAR 

The availability of sound infrastructure has direct and indirect impact on the 

economy, as well as on the life of the people of any region. Better infrastructure 

leads to better service delivery, inclusiveness, wider market accessibility, and 

stronger backward and forward linkages for all the sectors — primary, secondary 

and tertiary. The physical infrastructure in Bihar has been strengthened 

considerably during the last decade. Now we will discuss Road transport. 

Transport: 

The de facto barometer of economic, social and commercial progress has 

transformed the entire world into one organised unit.  Now-a-days, economic and 

commercial importance of the greatest magnitude is attached to development of 

transport. 

The transport industries, which undertake nothing more than the mere movement 

of persons and things from one place to another, have constituted one of the most 

important activities of men in every stage of civilisation. In fact the whole 

structure of industry and commerce rests on the well-laid foundations of 

transport.  

For the maximisation of human satisfaction it is imperative that the scare 

resources, which have alternative uses, must have a constant flow which is 

obstructed due to the physical separation of different countries. It is transport, 

which helps human beings in removing the unwarranted barrier of physical 

separation, and enables a given flow of resources to produce maximum results. 

It is, therefore, abundantly clear that effective transport is indispensable for the 

economic progress of the world. Manufacturing, merchandising, banking and the 

like businesses all depend upon an efficient network of transportation system. An 

efficient transport system is an essential input to the economic growqth of the 

developing countries.   

Presently, Railways and roadways are the two most important inland transport 

services in the country, and they together carry more than 95 percent of the inland 

passenger and freight traffic. These two transport means are virtually of some 

significance in our State in view of the various geographical, economic and social 

characteristics which the State takes part of, in relation to the whole country. It is 

for this reason that Bihar has been called Mini-India. 

 

 

Road Network 



The road network is a critical component of the physical infrastructure of any 

region, particularly the underdeveloped regions like Bihar. The road network is 

essential for the economy helping in various activities, such as marketing of 

agricultural produce, industrialization and service delivery. Among the different 

modes of transportation systems, road transport carries more than 80 percent of 

the total goods and passenger traffic. Road construction and its maintenance also 

generate sizeable employment. In this backdrop, road network has been 

expanding throughout the state, ensuring smooth flow of goods as well as 

passengers. The public investment in the road sector has grown at the rate of 16.3 

percent during the last seven years, showing an increase from Rs. 5988 Crore 

(2012-13) to Rs. 17,585 Crore (2018-19). In 2017-18, the expenditure on roads 

constituted 29.0 percent of the total expenditure in economic sectors, 11.6 percent 

of development expenditure, and 2.7 percent of the GSDP of the state. Between 

2004-05 and 2016-17, the National Highways (NH) has registered an increase of 

1302 kms, State Highways (SH) 1871 Kms, and other roads 1,29,477 Kms. 

Contribution of Different Transport Sectors in GSVA (Gross State Value 

Added)                        ( in Bihar (in Rs. lakh) 

  

Rural Roads Network 

The rural roads provide a network to connect villages and hamlets with the nearest 

towns, markets, NH, SH and MDR. The state government is continuously 

strengthening the rural economy by providing adequate infrastructure and 

services delivery. The rural roads help improving productivity qin agriculture and 

allied sector and also in the off-farm sector by providing market linkages through 

efficient value-chain management. These roads also improve   the standard of 



living of the rural population. In this background, the state government has taken 

a resolution to connect each and every household with concrete road and 

drainage. Indeed ‘Ghar Tak Pakki Gali-Naliyaan’ is one of the components of 

‘Saat Nishchay’ of the state government. 

The public investment in rural roads has been growing by nearly 30 percent 

annually and, from Rs. 1874 crore in 2012-13, it has reached to Rs. 9799 crore in 

2018-19. This increase is more than five times during a period of six years. As on 

September 2018, a total of 1, 29,473 kms of rural roads exist in Bihar, of which 

around 53 percent was paved. This was only 35 percent till March, 2015 and 

thereafter grew at the annual rate of 15 percent. The length of paved rural roads 

reached 73,782.11 kms (as on September 2018) from 48,794.11 kms (2014-15). 

The details of progress of paved rural roads in Bihar over the last five years are 

given in Table A6.4 (Statistical Appendix). As rural connectivity is on the highest 

priority of the state government, the paved rural roads increased by 24,988 kms 

in last five years, with the highest increase in Rohtas (1405 kms), followed by 

Muzaffarpur (1254 kms) and Aurangabad (1234 kms). The top three districts in 

terms of share in total length of rural roads are — Muzaffarpur (5.02 percent), 

East Champaran (4.96 percent) and Madhubani (4.36 percent) as on September 

2018. 

 

q

 
The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) was launched in December, 

2000 by the central government to provide connectivity to unconnected 



habitations, as a strategy for poverty alleviation. PMGSY-II was launched in 2013 

with the objectives of consolidating the existing rural road network. Earlier, this 

was a fully funded Central Government Scheme; however, the sharing pattern has 

been changed since 2015-16 and now the state government has to contribute 40 

percent of the cost. The central government has identified 11 districts as left-wing 

extremismaffected and named them as Integrated Action Plan (IAP) districts. 

These districts are eligible for all-weather rural road connectivity for all 

habitations with a population of 250 and above. Other than these IAP districts, 

the PMGSY plans to cover all habitations with a population of at least 500 with 

all-weather roads. As on September 2018, a total of 48,299 kms of ruqral roads 

were constructed at a cost of Rs. 22,646 crore under PMGSY. It accounted for 

65.5 percent of total rural roads. Except for 47 identified Left Wing Extremism 

affected blocks, where PMGSY 178 covers 1444 habitations with population of 

100 and above, the PMGSY does not have any provision for road connectivity to 

the habitations with population less than 250 in the IAP and m500 in other 

districts. To fill this gap, the state government has initiated two ambitious 

programmes of Mukhya Mantri Gram Sampark Yojana (MMGSY) and Gramin 

Tola Sampark Nishchay Yojana (GTSNY) to provide connectivity to 

unconnected habitations up to household level in the state. Under MMGSY, 8607 

kms of rural roads were built at a cost of Rs. 6144 crore, and 674 kms rural roads 

were constructed at a cost of Rs. 533 crore through GTSNY. Under different 

schemes, 630 high flood level bridges have also been constructed.  
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Programme-wise Length of Rural Roads Constructed (As on September, 

2018) 

 



 

 

Status of NH, SH and MDR Network by width in Bihar (as on September, 

2018) 

 



 

 

National Highways (NH) 

The National Highways (NH) are the principal roads of the country for inter-state 

transportation of passengers as well as goods. The NHs promotes the growth of 

trade and commerce between the states and with other countries. 

However, it constitutes only 2.3 percent of the road network in Bihar. It is the 

linking factor for all major and feeder roads of the state. 

A total of 43 NHs, measuring 4917 kms, run through Bihar as on September, 

2018, as compared to 35 NHs (4321 kms) in 2014. With the addition of 8 more 

NHs during these four years, the total length of NH has become 4917 kms.  

1oA major share (79 percent) of the NHs is of double and multiple lane roads; 

and the rest 21 percent was single or intermediate lane roads (Chart 6.3). It is 

heartening to note that, with combined efforts of the central and state 

governments, the length of multiple and double lane roads are increasing faster 



over the years in Bihar. However, three disricts, where expansion of NH was 

maximum are — Jamui (108 kms), Siwan (77.2 kms) and Banka (74 kms). As on 

September 2018, Patna (8.03 percent), Muzaffarpur (5.28 percent) and 

Madhubani (4.8 percent) were lead districts in terms of share of NH 

 

State Highways Network 

The State Highways (SH) connect major industrial establishments, district 

headquarters, block headquarters, places of commercial interest, tourist places, 

major agricultural produces’ markets, state capital, and link up with the NH and 

adjacent SH. The total length of SH in Bihar was 4006 

kms, which constituted 2.06 percent of the total road length in September 2018. 

The state government is continuously widening the SH and maintaining its 

quality. As a result, 70.1 percent of SH are multiple or double-lane roads, 12.5 

percent intermediate lane roads, and 17.4 percent single lane roads (Chart 6.3). 

The total road length of SH was 2382 kms in 2004-05 which has been increasing 

over the years and reached to 4006 kms in September, 2018. The district-wise 

road length of SH is given in Statistical Appendix (Table A6.2). There are 25 

districts which have benefited from up gradation of SH into NH. As on September 

2018, Darbhanga (5.59 percent), Gaya (5.24 percent) and Patna (5.19 percent) 

were the leading districts in terms of share in total SH network. 

 

Bihar /Gaya road 

 

 

Major District Road Network 

The Major District Roads (MDR) connects NH, SH, areas of production, markets 

and adjacent MDR. It serves as main roads for intra-district movements. The 

MDRs in the state are 12,356.85 



kms in length, with varying width. However, in view of the inadequacy of width 

(less than 3.50 metres) of a majority (53.15 percent) of MDRs in the state and 

their incapacity to cope with the increasing traffic intensity, the state government 

is making endeavours to upgrade these roads to a minimum of intermediate lane 

standard (5.50 meters). Out of the total length of MDR, 1760 

kms have been converted into double or multiple lane roads and 4030 kms of 

MDR into intermediate-lane roads (Chart 6.3). The MDR projects are executed 

under different schemes and financed through State-Plan, RIDF grants from 

NABARD, Central Road Fund, Road 

Connectivity Project Fund for Left Wing Extremism-Affected Area, Indo-Nepal 

Border Road Development Programme, Roads of Economic Importance, Roads 

of International Importance, and Finance Commission grants. Table A6.3 

(Statistical Appendix) gives the district-wise road length of MDR in Bihar for the 

last five years. In terms of MDR network, Gaya (6.18 percent), Patna (5.42 

percent) and Muzaffarpur (4.39 percent) accounted for the largest shares as on 

September 2018. 

 
NH 28 

                                

Bihar State Road Development Corporation Limited (BSRDCL) 

The Bihar State Road Development Corporation Limited (BSRDCL) was 

established in 2009 under the Company Act, 1956 with the objective of 

construction, repair and maintenance of road, bridge, tunnel and other physical 

infrastructure within or outside the state. It is an ISO 9001:2008 certified 

Corporation. The BSRDCL has taken up 14 SH projects for double-lanning and 

a 6-lane bridge over river Ganga under ADB supported project. A road length of 

95 kms of Gaya- 

Manpur-Hisua-Rajgir-Nalanda-Biharsharif section has been sanctioned under 

JICA project for Rs. 1408.85 crore. There are two projects under PPP mode from 

Karja Village on NH-31 to Tajpur on NH-28 for four-lanning. In addition to these 

projects, Digha Didarganj 4-lane Loknayak Ganga Pathways, AIIMS-Digha 4-

lane alleviated corridor of 12.27 kms, and approach road from Digha to AIIMS 



have also been sanctioned under Engineering, Procurement and Construction 

(EPC) mode. Table 6.10 presents the financial overview of BSRDCL over the 

years. It is heartening to note that the Corporation has been generating profit since 

its inception.The turnover of the BSRDC increased nearly four times in the last 7 

years. 
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